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Junior water right holders along lower Neosho River ordered to stop diverting
TOPEKA—L ow flowsin the Neosho River between John Redmond Reservoir and agaging station near
Parsons prompted the chief engineer of the Kansas Department of Agriculture sdivision of water resources
today to order junior water right holdersto cease diversionsunder the provisions of the Kansas' minimum
desirable streamflow law.

Thisisthefirst year that MDS administration on thelower Neosho River has been necessary sincethe
law waspassed in 1984. About 28 water rightsare affected in Allen, Anderson, Coffey, L abette, Neosho,
Wilson and Woodson counties.

Under the chief engineer’ sorder, no water isto be diverted or pumped until flow in the Neosho River
recovers. Theorder citesthat, asof Sept. 4, actual flowsat gaging stations near Parsonsand lolahad been
bel ow minimum desirable streamflowsfor morethan seven days. Minimum desirableflowsareestablishedin
Kansas statutes.

To satisfy the needsof municipa andindustria users, the Cottonwood and Neosho River Basins Water
Assurance District may release water stored in John Redmond Reservoir for their members. Thosereleasesare
protected to ensure the water reachesitsintended users.

Beforeissuing theorder, the chief engineer consdered, among other things, the general hydrologic
conditions affecting streamflow, the magnitude and duration of recent streamflows and the extent towhich
groundwater contributesto streamflow.

The M DS streamflow management tool is designed to balance water use among competing interests—
quality, quantity, recreation and wildlife needs—during times of shortage. Kansasmonitors 23 streeamsand

riversunder theMDS program.
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